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Abstract

This article aims to study the legal problems of visually-impaired persons and guide
dogs in Thailand, which is a new phenomenon in Thailand. In fact, the number of guide dog
in Thailand is still very limited. The ultimate goal is to identify legal problems as well as
probable solutions leading to better life quality for visually-impaired persons relying on their

guide dogs in Thailand.

The study shows that the Constitution of Royal Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 does
not include provisions on the rights of visually-impaired persons with guide dogs. As a matter
of fact, it is their right to be granted an access to all public facilities. According to Section 20
(8) of the Empowerment of Persons with the Disabilities Act B.E. 2550 (last amended in B.E.
2556), all public facilities provided by the state or public sector shall be accessible for persons
with disabilities including visually-impaired persons with guide dogs. However, this provision
does not cover the public facilities and services provided by the private sector. As a result,
visually-impaired persons are barred from entering many private premises including department
stores and hotels, etc. Furthermore, there is no statute to guarantee the rights of persons with
disabilities to adhere with the provisions of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. In order to improve the life quality of visually-impaired persons with guide dogs, |
recommend that there should be constitutional amendments stating the public facilities and
supporting environment are accessible for all people in the society regardless of their
disabilities. Likewise, Article 20 of the Empowerment of Persons with the Disabilities Act B.E.
2550 should be amended to stipulate the private sector’s duty to make the public facilities

and services accessible for all persons with disabilities.
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* Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act B.E. 2550 (Amended in B.E. 2556), Artticle 4, Royal Gazette Krisdika
Version vol. 124 Section 61 n (April 27, 2007): 8. [In Thail



NIATIVING A llReans unInendesvinauasnysndl (Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat Law Journal)

AURinISHaaY 1,995,767 Ay n3odeas 3.01 veswssansnaseme wiaduaufinisieue $1ui
1,043,308 AU viSe508ay 52.28 wasmeAmnde $1u 952,459 au wiefevay 47.72° Faluindsnad
ﬂ'am’mqaLﬁaLﬁﬂuﬁuﬁﬂmuﬂimﬂmﬁmizmm wiluvasiReudseIwsmuasmnfitierdeny
fnsnduldldgunsiamningins® liisdusyuurudanaruaisisae gl asonsiune s
Watnhmsauiinislulssmalneidesaniialddeinoutregs maadvhmadnlvaasswdud
$uomns auans1sasuidigndinans denisiinavsdanannelmAnnansenusoniseiss
Fnvesauinisiuegnann Wosteaufinismaniannsatiomdenuedls wasdnnsrinavislag

Y

(%
1Y

shathatiimsauiniadluifluasisas Fafuihdumsandeavsuywesunardvstuiiuguiio
finsialasy

nsidgivimnslulssmalvedaldlasuanutonannin mszgauiinisnisaeanludisdng
awfienldey 2 wuu Tiun maiundasiauimeesdlEivi luofinussmelnglddndamusiingtia
thynananeuis usigenefdestiamas ilosnnlidesduiiten uazlifoulumsnguune wu ngvsne
vuhgtiiusn Whiuewns Ty Wudy delitedinruiishifiaufinismaenldaduie
st BnitaFesalddnelunisedeuginivmnadeudnags Tulsamalvedsdinadlafioinady
thmadudnidies defeunuitugivimainaeBendewssdludusedadumahaiausady
thynavazufoavThitmsaumuen wagansaungrnevesnuiinisiltglinimisluussmelng
faduguassaronuiinisdndiag

unAnuil Feifanusrasdidiiefnuilymngrnefifedestuaufiniamsanemiliadaly
nstdmnslutsemelng 919 Sgessuyauiesvetandnsine w.e. 2560 lnenudyminSgsssuuau
swe1andnsine we. 2560 Lildnanisavsveseufinisnsdlimsidaivtimae dadudvslunisdiis
Ad1uaeAuEEAIN, Wsrs1ydiyeiRdaaSuwasiRuIAMNAMAINAURNIST W.A. 2550 (wAlvifisfisl e
2556) 11951 20 @ muelvaufinisiiansdnduagldusslonildandsvsanuazaindudy
mmimsmaamuaifaammazmwmhEJmﬁaﬁumﬂ%’g wakilaUryelAnseunquatanau wazaydaay
1198ENSAUNNIT (The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: CRPD) v Slal
ngnesesiuludinesnuiinsligivimme daderFeuifisufungmneyssmaanizewn
Usenadangy Ussmeooawaidouds asfingmneuazulouiefiberoaufinislunisléagiaima

Tngamy Jsdeulidmseiliiudymuasiumensudlatdgmdinaradudsudaly

“ Empowering Independent Living for Persons with Disabilities, “Disability Situation,” last modified 2019, accessed
February 1, 2019, https://www.dep.go.th/Content/View/4232/1/ [In Thai]

® Prateep Thabattanon and Jidapa Pornying, Rishts of People with Disabilities in Thailand (Bangkok: Krung Siam,
2018), 9. [In Thai]

® Matthew Vanfossan, Throush Gilly’s Eyes: Memoirs of a Guide Dog Kindle (London: Volant Press, 2013), 28.
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" Julia Barnes, Puppy Training the Guide Dogs Way Paperback (London: Ringpress Book, 2011), 50.
® Arayaporn Macotpet, Chemotherapy in Dogs (Khonkaen: Khonkaen University Press, 2015), 26. [In Thail
° Service Dog Certification of America Recognizes, “Service Dog Certification,” last modified 2019, accessed February

3, 2019, https://www.certifymydog.com/
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** National Service Animal Registry, “How to Make Your Dog a Service Dog,” last modified 2019, accessed February
1, 2019, https://www.nsarco.com/

! Danielle Forbes, “The Public Access Test,” last modified 2012, accessed February 1, 2019, https://www.nsd.on.
ca/339/

2 United States Service Dog Registry, “Service Dog Community,” last modified 2019, accessed February 1, 2019,

https://www.usservicedogregistry.org/
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" Secretariat of the House of Representatives, “Certification of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities According to
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560,” August 31, 2017. [In Thai]

' Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Artticle 4, Royal Gazette Krisdika Version vol. 134 Section 40 n
(April 6, 2017): 4. [In Thail

' Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Artticle 27, Royal Gazette Krisdika Version vol. 134 Section 40
N (April 6, 2017): 8. [In Thai]

' Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Artticle 47, Royal Gazette Krisdika Version vol. 134 Section 40
A (April 6, 2017): 12. [In Thai]

' Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Artticle 48, Royal Gazette Krisdika Version vol. 134 Section 40
A (April 6, 2017): 13. [In Thai]
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' Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Artticle 55, Royal Gazette Krisdika Version vol. 134 Section 40
A (April 6, 2017): 15. [In Thai]

¥ Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Artticle 56, Royal Gazette Krisdika Version vol. 134 Section 40
A (April 6, 2017): 15. [In Thai]

“ Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560, Artticle 54, Royal Gazette Krisdika Version vol. 134 Section 40
A (April 6, 2017): 14. [In Thai]

' Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities Act B.E. 2550 (Amended in B.E. 2556), Artticle 20 (8), Royal Gazette
Krisdika Version vol. 124 Section 61 n (April 27, 2007): 17. [In Thai]
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* Empowering Independent Living for Persons with Disabilities, “Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD),” last modified 2019, accessed February 1, 2019, https://www.neppr56.dep.go.th/index.php/claim/crpd/ [In Thail

* Tinnapan Nakata et al., “Report of the National Reform Steering Council on Educational Reform for the Disabled,
the Elderly and the Disadvantaged,” National Reform Steering Assembly, Old Parliament House, Thailand, December 13, 2016.
5. [In Thai]

* James Midgley, Social Development (California: Sage, 2017), 6.

* Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities and Optional Protocal, Article 9.

* Wirachit Suwannabun, Opportunities to Work Convenient for Handicap (Research Report) (Bangkok: Ministry of
Labour, Kingdom of Thailand, 2015. [In Thai]
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