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Abstract

This article aims to study the concept of rehabilitation along with the problem of
enforcing the Drug Addict Rehabilitation Act B.E. 2545, which has adopted diversion to reduce
the drug problems. The ultimate goal is to identify appropriate directives and feasible legal

amendments in order to ensure the fulfillment of this statute’s will.

According to the studies, the Drug Addict Rehabilitation Act B.E. 2545 provides that
rehabilitation programs are available for some groups of offenders in possession of certain
amount of drugs. As a result, barred from rehabilitation programs are various groups of offenders
guilty of some offenses not included in the eligible list. Likewise, those offenders in possession
of drugs exceeding the amounts provided in the statute are not eligible for the rehabilitation
programs either. In conclusion, in addition to being barred from the rehabilitation programs,
they are subject to being prosecuted as prescribed by the Narcotics Act B.E. 2522. Additional
problems of enforcing the Drug Addict Rehabilitation Act B.E. 2545 include a compulsory
rehabilitation system, a location for putting an accused person under the custody while the
drugs are verified, a venue for rehabilitation programs as well as the escape of accused persons
or offenders under rehabilitation programs. These problems contribute to the non-fulfillment
of this statute. A comparative study of drug-related laws in Germany and Portuguese show that
decriminalization of drug offences is adopted to suppress the drug problems in those countries.
It has proved a great success. My final recommendation is the Drug Addict Rehabilitation Act
B.E. 2545 should be amended to be more beneficial for drug abusers or drug addicts. In other
words, decriminalization of drug offences should be adopted to replace a prosecution of drug

abusers or drug addicts in court.
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