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Abstract

This article aims to study directives for reducing the problems of violent behaviors
and crime commission among children and youths by applying Buddhist doctrines or Dharma.
The main objective is to find out problems and causes for their demonstration of violent
behaviors and commission of crime as well we to identify appropriate Buddhist teaching to

reduce those problems.

Results of the study shows that the violent behaviors and crime commission are
aroused by many causes; biological factors, upbringing and environment. From 2017 to 2019,
according to the statistics of Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection (DJOP), the
number of children and youths under criminal prosecution was decreasing while the number
of releases was increasing. The results also show that Buddhist teaching include a number of
appropriate doctrines that can reduce violent behaviors and crime commission; namely, four
principles of virtuous existence (Phromviharn 4), sense of right and wrong (Hiri-ottappa), five
basic precepts of moral practices (Benjasila) and five virtues (Benjadharma). All of them can be
applied and adjusted for different levels of conscience/intelligence as well as ages. However,
many problems arise from application of those Buddhist doctrines. For example, parents fail
to set up a good example or serve as a role model. Some educational institutions opt for
memorization of Buddhist teaching instead of actual application in students’ lives. Monks keep
distance from children and youths. They lack of inspiration for following Buddhist teaching.
Teaching of Buddhist Dharma is not age-appropriate. Finally, media coverage focuses Buddhist
monk’s negative images extensively. As a result, all sectors need to find appropriate directives
and increase cooperation in order to reduce violent behaviors and crime commission among
children and youths. The best way is to instill appropriate Buddhist doctrines and to set up a
good example for them. Cordiality with children and youths should be maintained. Buddha
teaching should be promoted and disseminated. Media members should put more emphasis
on reporting Buddhist monks’ positve images. All of these recommendation can lead to
appropriate application of Buddhist Dharma in daily life so as to ensure peaceful society in

the future.
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