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Abstract

This article aims to study the causes of constitutional changes in Thailand under
democratic regime. The main purpose is to identify the real problems and actual causes of

constitutional changes in Thailand.

Study results show that during the 87-year course of democratic system in Thailand,
there have been 20 constitutions so far. The current Constitution was enacted on April 6, 2017.
The main cause of Thai constitutional changes is politicians” abuse of their political power for
personal gain and benefits either for themselves or their associates. In other words, from 1932
to 1957, constitutional changes resulted from political changing eroups’ internal fights for power.
Then, from 1957 to 1980, constitutional changes resulted from battles between the army and
communism. Finally, from 1980 till present, constitutional changes resulted from battles among
different groups of political investors. When their fights for power lead to political conflicts with
apparent escalating violence, the army intervened and solved the problems. Consequently,

constitutions have been changed time after time.

Keywords: Constitutional Changes; Constitution; Thailand
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