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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the definition and characteristics of criminal
network as well as the concept to understand how it evolves and its structure so as to analyze
the role of criminal network associated with passport fraud leading to the proposal of approaches

to tackle and suppress the criminal network.

The study found that criminal network is a form of social network. It is complex and
dynamic occurring in every criminal activity especially in passport fraud which is an enabler to
transnational serious crimes such as migrant smuggling, human trafficking and drug trafficking.
Passport fraud network has been existing in Thailand for a long time and it still remains. To
deeply understand the criminal network, it is necessary to study it with Social Network Analysis
(SNA) perspective. SNA is a tool to analyze the criminal network’s ability of resilience which
proves its longevity despite of external and internal impacts. Additionally, SNA is also used to
analyze the criminal network’s structure as its principle is to calculate the Centrality or the key
individuals in the network, according to Social Capital concept. The result of SNA will lead to
the development of practical strategies of law enforcement agencies to disrupt and suppress

the criminal network efficiently.

Keywords: Criminal Network; Fraud; Passport
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® Phil Williams, “Transnational Criminal Network,” last modified May 5, 2001, accessed March 2, 2023, https://www.
jstor.org/stable/10.7249/mr13820sd.8/
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* Adrian James, “Criminal Networks, Illegal Immigration and the Threat to Border Security,” International Journal of
Police Science and Management 7, no. 4 (December 2005): 219-229.

® Nino Bucdi, “Criminals Faking Malaysian Identities to Obtain Australia Visas, Exploiting Cosy International Relationship,”
last modified September 16, 2018, accessed March 2, 2023, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-16/criminals-faking-malay-
sian-identities-to-obtain-australia-visa/10237506/
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° Gisela Bichler, Understanding Criminal Networks: A Research Guide (United States: University of California Press,
2019), 26-47.

' Paul A. C. Duijin, Victor Kashirin and Peter M. A. Sloot, “The Relative Ineffectiveness of Criminal Network Disruption,”
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' Carlo Morselli, “Assessing Vulnerable and Strategic Positions in a Criminal Network,” Journal of Contemporary
Criminal Justice 24, no. 4 (November 2010): 382-392.
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" paul A. C. Duijin, Victor Kashirin and Peter M. A. Sloot, “The Relative Ineffectiveness of Criminal Network Disruption,”
last modified February 28, 2014, accessed April 13, 2023.

" Ibid.

 Carlo Morselli, “Assessing Vulnerable and Strategic Positions in a Criminal Network,” 382-392.
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