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Directives for Developing Legal Measures to Control Weight on Vehicles on Highways
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Abstract

This article aims to study the problems of vehicle weight control on highways in Thailand.
The main objective is to revise and assess the current legal measures and their efficiency. It is also
to identify possible directives for solving related problems and future development. It is mainly a
documentary research based on relating documents and laws. Data is also collected from seminars

and in-depth interviews with personnel of related agencies, entrepreneurs and contractors.

Results showed that effective laws were not clear. In other words, the current legal provisions
were inconsistent with the social and economic contexts. Other problems included time-consuming
legislative process, overlapping statutes and corruption. Also found were some technical problems, such
as a driver’s refusal to enter the designated weighing station and cargo modification to avoid the legal
offence of overload carriage. Therefore, the writer recommends that there should be legal amendments
to ensure the efficiency of law enforcement. Technology should also be applied in both weighing and
recording process in order to meet the requirements of general standards. Moreover, related agencies
need restructuring to promote a full integration and more cooperation in law enforcement, and hence

to ensure the optimum efficiency of solving the problem of overload vehicles on highways in the future.

Keywords: Legal Measures; Control Weight on Vehicles; Hishway
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" Department of Highways, “Department of Highways Cancel Load Waiver and Being Accord to Law with 50.0 Tons,”
last modified May 17, 2014, accessed January 20, 2018, http://www.highwayweigh.go.th/home.html/ [In Thai]

® Thairuth Online, “Solving of Truck Overload for a Year, Still Ineffectiveness,” last modified February 3, 2017, accessed
March 3, 2019, https://www.thairath.co.th/content/1120249/ [In Thai]

? lbid.

10 Department of Land Transport, “Car License,” last modified June 9, 2016, accessed February 2, 2018, https://www.
dlt.go.th/site/lopburi/m-news/2621/view.php? did=3371/ [In Thail
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" Markus Hesse and Jean-Paul Rodrigue, “The Transport Geography of Logistics and Freight Distribution,” Journal
of Transport Geography 12, no. & (September 2014): 9.
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- Social and Behavioral Sciences, no. 104 (December 2013): 964.
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" Department of Highways, “Announcement for Director of Special Highways, Director of the Highway and the
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' Ibid.

' Natthawat Sutthitothin, “Punishment Theory: Teaching Materials, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University,” last
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modified October 10, 2017.
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* Office of the Public Sector Development Commission, “Document for the Conference of Knowledge and
Understanding on the Strategic Plan for the Development of the Thai Bureaucratic System (2013 - 2018),” last modified May
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# Workplace Safety and Health Council, “Workplace Safety and Health Guidelines: Safe Loading on Vehicles,” last
modified October 10, 2017.
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