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Legal Measures to Require Hand Sanitation Stations at Animal Contact Exhibits
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Abstract

This article aims to study the problems and legal measures relating to provision of
hand sanitation stations at animal contact exhibits. This quality research is based on documentary

researches and law comparison.

Results show that Thailand lacks a specific statute to monitor or to control the
management of animal contact exhibits. Thai Public Health Act B.E. 2535 does not include any
provisions to monitor or control the management of animal contact exhibits. Meanwhile US
legislations provide that it is compulsory to provide a hand sanitation station at animal contact
exhibits. Therefore, there should be bye-laws to reduce the risks of communicable disease
infections as well as to promote sanitary practices among Thai general public. The bye-law
promulgation is to comply with Section 32 of the Public Health Act B.E. 2535. According to this
section, local administrative agencies are authorized to determine animal collection or other
similar activities accessible for the general public with or without entrance fee should be
categorized as health hazardous activities to be prescribed in Public Health Ministry Notices.
As a result, there should be regulations or rules that compel the owner or the manager of
animal contact exhibits to provide a hand sanitarian station at the entrances to animal show
area or other venues where viewers can use their hands in direct contacts with animals. The
numbers of hand sanitarian stations should be sufficient for both children and adults. There
should also be signboards indicating the location of hand sanitarian stations, accompanied with
instruction encouraging viewers to wash their hands properly after they touch the animals with
their hands. Also necessary is additional warning of communicable diseases from animals to
human beings. The entrepreneurs or managers are subject to certain penalties for failing to

provide these facilities. This is to ensure maximum healthiness of the general public.
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® Prasert Thongcharoen, “The Spread of 271 Infectious Diseases from Animals to Humans,” Thairath, January 11,
2007, accessed August 14, 2019, https://www.thairath.co.th/content/319378/ [In Thai]

* Gonzalo Erdozain et al., “Observation of Public Health Risk Behaviors, Risk Communication and Hand Hygiene at
Kansas and Missouri Petting Zoos, 2010-2011,” Zoonoses and Public Health 60, no. 4 (June 2013): 304.

® National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, “Compendium of Measures to Prevent Disease Associated
with Animals in Public Settings, 2011,” last modified May 6, 2011, accessed September 5, 2019, https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/
preview/mmwrhtml/rr6004a1.html/

® James E. Keen et al., “Shiga-Toxigenic Escherichia Coli 0157 in Agricultural Fair Livestock, United States,” Emerging
Infectious Diseases 12, no. 5 (May 2006): 780-786.
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" David W. Babcock, “Legal Implications of Zoonotic-Disease Outbreaks at Petting Zoos and Animal Exhibits,” Journal
of Environmental Health 69, no. 4 (November 2006): 46.

® New Jersey Code of 2013, § 2:76-2A .13 (m) (5) (iv).

* New York Laws of 2014, General Business Law - GBS, § 399-ff 1 (a), (2).

' New York Code of 2014, Public Health Law - PBH, § 1311 (1).
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" David W. Babcock, “Legal Implications of Zoonotic-Disease Outbreaks at Petting Zoos and Animal Exhibits,” 47.

? New York Code of 2014, Rules and Regulations, Title 10, § 7-5.14 (a) (2).

“ North Carolina Administrative Code of 2015, 02 NCAC 52K .0301 (4).

? Pennsylvania Code of 2010, Title 3 - Agriculture, Chapter 25 - Animal Exhibition Sanitation § 2502 (a) (2).

# Aila Hoss, “State Laws Requiring Hand Sanitation Stations at Animal Contact Exhibits United States,” Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report 66, no. 1 (January 2017): 16.

* New Jersey Code of 2013, § 2:76-2A .13 (m) (5) (iv).
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