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Abstract

This article aims to study the evolution of sports codification in France from 1940 to
the promulgation of the first French Sports Code in 2004. The information acquired is
subsequently compared with the current situation in Thailand whereby the sports arena is
sharing a phenomenon with many foreign countries in experiencing a very fast development

into professional sportsmen.

Results show that France has a very long history of sports development. At early stage,
the sports management was merely a part of public policy before sports laws were later
codified. In other words, laws relating to sports from different sources were collected whereas
contents remained unchanged. Additions were done wherever necessary only in order to ensure
the perfect provisions. Therefore, if Thailand is to draft a sports code, similar procedure should
be adopted. In order words, sports-relating laws from different sources should be collected
while the contents remain unchanged. Additions should be made in order to solve legal
loopholes only. As a recommendation, potential Thai Sports Code should be classified into 7
Books; 1) General Principles, 2) Sports Organizations, 3) Sports Personnel, 4) Sports Events, 5)
Sports Promotion, 6) Miscellaneous and 7) Punishments. This outline is merely a preliminary
recommendation. Public sector should appoint a committee to study this issue thoroughly
before drafting a potential Thai Sports Code to be proposed for consideration of all parties
involved. This is to ensure perfect provisions that guarantee appropriate and fruitful legal

application in current dynamic contexts of Thailand.
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