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Abstract

This article aims to study International Court of Justice (ICJ)’s methods and judgement
concerning with acquisition of right over disputed island in a case of Territorial and Maritime
Dispute between Republic of Nicaragua and Republic of Columbia in 2012. This case accentuated
the Principle of Acquisition of Right over Territory, which can be applied to solve disputes over

island ownership in the international society.

Results show that ICJ’s methods highlight the concept of Principle of Acquisition of
Right over Territory: if either of disputed states can produce a document - well accepted by
both parties - stating that the disputed island belongs to the document submitting state, this
document confirms its right over the disputed island. However, if unable to verify the right
stated in the document, the court may take into consideration the behaviors that constitute
the right resulting from effective actions under the name of the state. Some good examples
of effective action are as follows: a state promulgates a statute to administer economic activities
in disputed areas or organizes an operation to provide assistance in the sea by navy in disputed
areas. In order to be qualified for being effective, these actions needs to be persistent till
present. In conclusion, in case of territory dispute, any state in possession of disputed areas
may be entitled to right over the disputed territory if that state has proof of its engagement

with effective actions under the name of the state.

Keywords: Right Acquisition; Disputed Island; Republic of Nicaragua and Republic of Columbia;

Territorial and Maritime
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® United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, Article 121.
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* Nicaragua v. Columbia, 630 (International Court of Justice 2012).

® Nicaragua v. Columbia, 876 (International Court of Justice 2007), quoted in Nicaragua v. Columbia, 631 (International
Court of Justice 2012).

¢ Christian Diemer and Amalija Separovic, “Territorial Question and Maritime Delimitation with Regard to Nicaragua’s
Claim to the San Andres Archipelago,” Heidelberg Journal of International Law (2006): 167.

" Nicaragua v. Columbia, 636 (International Court of Justice 2012).
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® Ibid., 637.
* Ibid., 639.
' Joern Geister and Juan Manuel Diaz, Reef Environments and Geology of an Oceanic Archipelago: San Andres, Old

Providence and Santa Catalina (Caribbean Sea, Colombia with Field Guide) (n.p.: n.p., n.d.), 100.
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 Ibid., 640-641.

¥ Christian Diemer and Amalija Separovic, “Territorial Question and Maritime Delimitation with Regard to Nicaragua’s
Claim to the San Andres Archipelago,” 168.

" David P. Stewart, “International Decisions,” The American Journal of International Law 107 (2013): 396.

" Nicaragua v. Columbia, 638 (International Court of Justice 2012).

' M. Imad Khan and David J. Rains, “Doughnut Hole in the Caribbean Sea: The Maritime Boundary between

Nicaragua and Columbia According to the International Court of Justice,” Houston Journal of International Law (2013): 594.
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Y Ibid., 651.
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NIATIVING AuzllReans unInendesvigauasiysnil (Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat Law Journal)

RIUAVYIUAZTOUNINDS, MIAAUT LaziNzwesTIHaa Usenauiurianaifinaitiu 40151
lggadnSmilenyinsanusunsea”

o o \ I A v & 1 Y a Y oa & ' a
Aadedannd Wiiddendlviiuideinnlaiintuednouavunewanilieu a.a. 1969
2941115777 FIMNURNLIBRINATILAAITIMIAUI @'mzﬁLﬁwmﬁuiuﬂwﬁuémwa%ﬂlmmﬁaé’ﬂwmg
a a a ) a Yy o O ¢ ' o a & W
mgumamﬂumLaLmiLUEJummumﬂLaaﬂm muumamaqm’l IUN 12 {QuUILU A.A. 1969 WU
dfguriansais Wesanluiuidnsiladasnineneunduanmneveddeasule feunmaisle
ATIRERUNGANTINAN o NAssudunansrsinelmindndmionizivim Feusenuiiingilldl
wangukanseanisnisnszyiluwinessy Tuniserssunsesdlnemilownis wisgnslsianu ey
laaaudelaondn aunseiinislddnuasgsoassuvuegNaIu naenaunssyinod1soLloausin
INEFAUNINRS, MIANALT, INEwesTIlaan, 1n1eulla Yly, Inedayinesh wazngda wiviag 11
I~ 1 =) LYY Ql' [y o a 1
Juawnnin 180 U warlagtudunseanngning aenngingdnulsyas nseyinnanssumg § e
iswgiansaaeugIiunsdlies uasufiRnmsaltiemdeau nssinisansisagludszsnuiiies
ﬁ’U?Nmé’aﬂuu‘%nmwyjngmué’mma JIUTNBDNNMUILDIYIUTIIUAINGTT AILANANANITTY
[~ 4 :’/ dy a v Y = o v [ =3 (v 6
19 Wunuu Ny IﬂaauLUﬂmmqmmamwwaﬁg "mezmumi@LLaiﬂmUizmﬂﬁ aunsal
#1199 dursunesinise wazesoslenlddmsuriseas SunsnsAnaaIng Bnvilaasuidediens
Aaludnin dnsilulingrunangiuinansinladianunldiunvesulaamionis wavdaluninuu
dnsmnlileesnaunsideuiaesulaemiomnizinimdunalidesnit 150 ¥ dwiinisiiila
WERLALNEEIN A1IAT2IIIanvedlaanuldalinTun e nasa N TUd 1A LN TID

doumadaldiBunsiaeunginssuiifiuszansaimveslaasudy TnoSufinnsun
nRnssusasoluil fe nMsUSMsLarNseanguang nseenngiiafunisnseilunaasugia
nMsnsgvhanssae Tanesnstedulingmne madeudnaesfiinmsnidemdonmeia oy
msduduvunnensga mﬂﬁ?umaSfmmswaaquaﬂﬁs:umiu%mmazmiaaﬂﬂgwma Tul a.f. 1920
Tneginnsiguyimzaudunsa liinisdensnufsrfureuwnnisuimvginzesusunsa
Tugranadsungenia A.A. 1919 dufeuuwieu a.a. 1920 Inglusienudinanlassyin tnsseu
A3, N1sAAW wasinzwesidaal Wuvedleaeuds Uszneuduludunisldngmnevesnms
nssumsanuUfsunisinuasiaaeueldeanufasiui 16 $unnau am. 1968 waziuil 30 Squioy
A.M.1969 LRgfuveuANsUFsUnnunse ssluuinanzsayinosa, tn1ziea gaas,
NI, NSANAUT Wagin1vulla Yl

= Y] o a 2 a vy
ﬂqia@ﬂﬂ{]LﬂEJ'Jﬂ‘Uﬂ'ﬁﬂigV]'WnﬂLﬂiﬂiﬂﬂIULﬂau bWYU ALF. 1871 aﬂ'ﬂﬁa@llL‘UEJi@@aﬂ

L2 5

nguugliansiiiuyan1en1 (Guano) wagiiuugninIuuNIedayLAesa, 1n1eseunInes was

*! Nicaragua v. Columbia, 652-653 (International Court of Justice 2012).
22 .
(bid.



Wi 24 Uil 8 atfuil 2 nsngrau - 5uAn 2563 (vol. 8 no. 2 July - December 2020)

nseaw sdeunluieuiueny a.a. 1871 Sgrudunsasassytunged 1Uslade (lnasuide) leeen
ngudlUiuyaf1anInNnIEdayLAesh, 1ngseunInes uaznisnaul Aeuluseusuinay
A.A. 1893 Spruduinsauazsgtunqed WWslade laiiniseugabivhdygniuuzninusnanie
Sayeosd warluentuil WWinsougelidnaguemuinansweimilaemhenuigluans

y x

dvdudygyrlumsdsnyurnivinanzwessni, Ingsaunines, N15aAu kazin1edayines
Iegnenidnlnesgunalaaeude™

soulud A.e. 1914 wagd) A.a. 1924 Fin1ssgeduuulauseniansudaiouyeanianig

Teaeudedvinulaliinussus Wiugadaen wazdrsrausneaumluuinamyiniesudunsd, 1nng
gayresh, ngseunines, inzweinilaaiuile wazinzuila Wb mnldlasuesyginanisuia
laaeude wardmsumsnseyilaaeudelalidiuneitesgualssnimsuinannedaylnosa wasing
a (3 6 1 | LY A ¥ a I3 s
e wviiag siaulul A.A. 1968 NoaiEaliaanuInIN1INTIINTIUTENIAITUMNIEDE WIviAE naen
WNzweIIHaaT, ngsaunned wavninawl wenanil ludasnstadulingmane Tud

Y} a a ¢ N vy oy B I3 I3 -
fA.A. 1892 iguuma’lmimzm’gqmm%%ﬂﬂaauLusﬂmLGUﬂiJLEJEJ@JLmziaummai LAZAIINNAUILND

4 ] ¥ ! = ¥ a Lo Y a s

Wivead1siayarens deunlul a.a. 1925 ldesnnsesvnguimdsduliuinunisaieaun Ussneu
9 | Y ! Yo A o a o a =~ N Yy a
Aulurnaidinanladuiseaasdrnvinuszuaranguuneuwazlul a.a. 1968 ianislrasudeladndu
Tudszifuiin BoussusidnssansgawinifivhnisUssusseu 9 nmsauawldnszyhnisdenndosiv
Pavsnun1sUszusvedlnaaulenialy™

nsBoudrranarufiRnsaitiemienamziauinanginlud aa. 1937 a6
1949 uag A.A. 1967 - 1969 1 nasvmiEalnaeundldBunnzisessiun, Mdmuaun wasnzsou
mnef warlud a.a. 1969 nesnideldfufiRnstemieuinaiuilndifsanssaynesa warnis
aaun waznsilumuvuresnsgalul a.e. 1913 uay A.A. 1937 Uszsunduilaasudeligausuwn
é’mwmqmajasuaaLaasﬂu‘ﬁmmaiﬂé’ummmé’ulma, WElUSTRURE Lazin1eSaUNInes>

Aalafarsawiuit msnseiiluuuvesingsindvedaasudaldiasdunmsesnng
Renfunmsdszasnisesnngraneiiiendesiunisdansiiufivinameinm uazniseenuasms
Saduldquatsznansuagsjuanetin naonTunsdeuinizsng 4 veanesinide Uinainizdaymeia,
MgUle Y, 1N1E59UNIADY, INEBTITUN, N1SANAUT UALINIZATY 9 ﬁagju’%mmmaﬁju‘fna%ﬁﬁaéﬂ
FansnszvidenarufunisnseidisesemdannJuddyuinsdios Fefumaiuindunaimans
nenssuilaaoudeldnsgyinisluuuvesipggsindeseaidosdnaneitinm uagldlisua
ofUlnsusnudinansuduivssindsomssnru Yszneudulifindnguladadiuaininisdilu
Prrfudduinsdite Snvislsifineudngilafiuandifiui dmsmldnsevinlunuvessggsing

Z bid.
* |bid., 656.
» |bid.



NIATIVING AuzllReans unInendesvigauasiysnil (Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat Law Journal)

A1aisaguinandeiaasesananiuu Wudsatdvayunisenssiwnsesileamiainizinimues
Taaeuily AounmalanTaaaunginssun1ssuseswesiinigi insdhelaaoudelasneindnismi
lasusesilaaeudeiisnunaesUlnawiioinzinom lngsrstenisneulsvesdnisimluadvnves

v A o a a v AL a Y}
AAgUU asiui 11 Aueneu A.A. 1900 vesUsesnsuRdTuaa lugrugeuylagainsiavinieliv
WwALAUISEINlaaouluiuaApansN TasATvInANAIE “INANN 9 IRNAINLEUALLAZIANY
F19 9 MeaInYeRaneanld, ngkuuia A, inzuuuia kN, NEAeed e dayLAese,
NEUTUATE, LNEINTIAUEE Lazinzeanila 1o K$i7 SIUNuNILAe 9 Mategludaminnig

ataun Wuvealpaaude”?

TraouTodssnefsaamnadnduasiufl 22 fuenou a.a. 1900 Aidadufivnvesma
quu Ineddvndananlaaud “dialifiendluanivesinimia” wdeinizena 4 uvianie fide
agﬂuﬁﬁﬁwgﬁmam%ﬁmwwLmzmlé'maumaﬂmsmmmazu‘%mﬂmﬁﬂﬁwﬁ’a Feoavnesnan
lraeudedieduiednin ﬁmﬂﬁ”ﬂﬂé’ﬂdnﬁwﬁqLmzﬁwwﬁagjfluﬁjuﬁwgﬁmam%ﬁﬁmﬂﬁ’aﬂa"n
§1 sndlpaeudedreindnsilinednduniserdvsmioniysouniaed, Msaaun wazinie
Wwo3N senindlaaeudefuUssmAansgowsng Aadana1sudn MNNgANTsURINE19eelin1g M
uififudssseznadu q uidedunginssuiisusessiuessdlnemiiaimefinm Jadunsaduayy
Jog1svadlaasuidy?’

ndanimaldfiansannsrvaounginssunisiusesesinimiuds wWiuinduns
afuayunsssansvedlnaeude maddlifinsanmeundngiunsiusesdvisvesigiian Inoussiiiu
ilnaeudednein mumenu (Report) Sufin (Memoranda) nisdetimisnisya (Diplomatic Note)
uazanvneneuld (Corespondence) MnUszinAsangy Meduduindmihdisangusisiidnlaio]
imemusuasa sutinewesniad, imrula yh wesimedaynedd Wuduniwedaaeuds
mauianweumdngiulumsufiRvesigiany msfusewesigiianidunsatuayudoiees
Traeudes uonanil mlnaeudeldfansanyarvesunud Tnsmaldfarsanneumdngiuuwd
othadumsnsiafaninagsddinuimn fuidmyinzeusuesadudumisedaaends way
unufl 1931 Hunadwsvosdennas a.e. 1928 - a.f. 1930 fvhdusswiudimfdulaaeudefiedue
1 dnvaznsgiimanifegludumesifeu 82 esmaziunn (Meridian 82° W) uvesiinnaii
maisaniiui unuifiduneumdnguiieidyamatuayunisnansavedaasde”

Aatumansandednasneunanguvednsd madiuilaaeudeidnuisesulne
willaimedayaesa, inzuila wla, 1eda wviag, N13niau, INNETeUNINGS, INLWDTTIUN Lay
Nz taan®

* Ibid., 657.
" Ibid., 657-659.
% Ibid., 660.
“ Ibid., 660-662.



Wi 26 Uil 8 atfuil 2 nsngrau - 5uAn 2563 (vol. 8 no. 2 July - December 2020)

2 a a o

3. RAzUszAUNslaUNGsBnSiutainizluafdaNwNe I UALLAUKAZIUANINEZLA

< Y & oa a P AY a a v a & A v

Tuuseiiunisiaun@ed@nsinilon g luafva AN NAgINUAULAUBALIIANIINELANY LBl

f1sangnidifesvesiemainedgnils wazilowiuviend paonaumainaululseiiusiuesulae
= -Ql'q 1 < 1 :’/ aa -:l' v a < QI al' 1 <

wilaimegnimnIndurulsnu 3nIsnmsiaadadunasnau wanavesraluddntievesUsea
nslaunganie tnsanizegeds Jagduludiauseninssemalaifadyminnizesdvvileniy
FNIMEN 9 11NUY WANIT PIUNENVDINY M TENTNUTEMANITLALNTIRULALLY anEnsalaunlng
FBnseasalull 1) n1sAsauAsey, 2) N1sATauAsaslstny, 3) nsenly, 4) TevUZINNNITIU way

[ 45 a a3() 41' a v o a = -2 ) [
5) ANSPUNTPRULAUIAEANEFITUTIR L kaztilaini1soneo1unvesulnemiiamnieidasinuanns
TaunFaRuwauu1USUlTLasARANINLAEINUALLALLALIANIINELaTENI19RN151TINUlAae UL DY
= & Aaa a o oA A a & a P
FadupaninmnelINuEesdnswiofukaumduinie

Mneddnanty ansaduiedidlumsvenendnnisidindsiuuauld uazanunsniin
Wuseeslunisusuldiunsaidaymnssnsdnsmionizane q unnune ludsausyninsusemala la
Fesfuvinameeduld 01fi nsdinisdredunaesulnemievyinzaudsndd Gaminnedanald
Ainn13819@nsnUssmedu Usswadeauy Yseinailaulud Ussmeunad@e Yseinaugly saud
Tivdu (Bwfuifomensiiansisassiu sadusgilifunissusesedsliauysalluginaeds
nyTusen) Tnevyjinzautsndsiu Meguinany Tusenveamaduld uasvinmedldiuiinems fuan

tutsgneulusmelssmeusglu SgensinuasigeuiivesUsemanale Tnevgingawdsnadiinug
AsOUARY 410,000 m1319Alamns dinzdninztes #u luedu waziuldin®

el Uspinadu Ussaionuiy UssmelauTud Ussinaniade Ussinauglu saudsldviy
thu sisdraAmBindlevyineaulsndd TnsUssmedulddnsavslumsuseSmans (Historic Title) ww
mauGefiunngluenasuszfimans Uszneufuusemeiusnaimudulssmausniidisranumy
imefanansuRaisnTedde wrUssmedulddmuiviiuimmeeuinunseililuduls
{fdu (Nine Dash Line) iflasanidutssdandmussimaduldnanidraduafusnasiofivssinaiy
Unasedlagfguransiafniiu el aa. 1947 dwumaldviulddrsanslaeldinamadnslums
UsyIRmansuazunuiinmaiduSomuieiuussmaiu dumalssmadenuusnainauiiansmien)
1z osnnaulddunuuazaseuaseaginzauUsnds wieuieldgnamdngiunisusy iReans
msUszaauagnsduavuesiy deafuatviivssmaisnununnegmeldoninmesssmadfasa
flénseunsonmeununizresimeandsnds il mafulssmmnadelddaaninionying

*® Jame Crawford, Brownie’s Principles of Public International Law, 8" ed. (Great Britain: Oxford University Press,
2012), 220.
* Robert Beckman, “The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Maritime Disputes in the South China Sea,”

The American Journal of International Law 107 (2013): 143-144.



NIATIVING AuzllReans unInendesvigauasiysnil (Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat Law Journal)

audsnad ileannnimzunanglunginzauUsndd Ussmasinquinenaniauvesussmaniaidels
AseuAsasINiau Bndlunaeundssmmnnadelivssnmunmmeis wagldRfuiuuLandlsy
wininlnaviunaseurgudnvugnegiienans Ussneufutigiunizuisnisuniadeladiluaseunses
dudszmaugludrein miinmzauusaadeglunlvanivvesay TuvasivsnulssmeauTudls
SrvAvBmTlonginizaulsnds lnedensdunuuagvdnanmiisenanieans”

Pndgmnisasgnsesylnemileninzaudsndd asaieRinnAEf UL ULaE
wamnangiaszrieininmiulaaeuds snduseglunsusulifunmsldundansmieinizinm
nanfe winussmeiudivirlaansmionyinizauusnddananslunadseifenans vioUssine
AoaumuazUssmanaioinassinuduansimionyinzauUsnaadinanigiieaniaudasiniy
dw%’gﬁménﬁuﬁmwmmmﬁ%ﬁ’m%m% wrognslsinny m’lﬂﬁﬂﬂizlﬁué’mé’nﬁﬁuéma ANARTANTLALN
fuAuLaukazanmzassnininmiiulaaeuds asvieuliiiuirmaszionsanneuangiu
Tnensiaseudniannienarseg 4 Idausdyywieddiduaesnvaidnusatulafisensuietuans
wileimgifinmszninegansd viosznissadioandeuesiginm vieenansiiduaednual
Snwsatuiudliiui Sginwladuifidvdmdeinisinm uiegslsfinig mneanssaeuansan
WeULeNATLE lINUAS AafazufinnsanngAnssusunsinndns annsaldymnisensasinie
vijinzaulsnddnuszmmniaifessaulsidluaseunses vieUssmaiiauludlissdvslaeng
NIAUNY

MnARAnIAgITURULALasIImELasEIslniaiulaaeme agveulyidiudl
ngRnssunsaseuasasiinsilmadoindunginssuiineliiindnsduiie wdoalunginssui
nszvilagizesnaiiuszaninm ofl MsUmsuayMIeRngMang nseennguigaunsnIziTlung
megﬁﬁqL‘T;Jumsmw‘fﬂumqﬁaﬁmajamsnszﬁwmﬁﬁmz wmsnsteaulgngmune nsiBeudsan
wazUfvRnmsaihiemdommeiaresms SsmginssunsidendnanasufiRnsaitiomdenimeia
yowmsidetiy axvouliduindunginssudinaniadunsnssiluumesislunsdiluuims
fansituilegnaiiussansnn®

wiognslsiony Wiedounaululud a.e. 2007 ARdefmmAeiuRuwALLasRIZIabY
neaupsilsuseninlinsiiiugeugsa Adnsdinsaesinglaensdt Wildaaesiumidousoniug
finm Feluadsenanmalafiatsandt “weumangiunansaisrufgiunsdnluatanseiu lald

a

v = o aa a = a 30
ALNBUNINTNTENNUUTLANTNINLUUDLNIZANNIN

* Jantree Sinsuppraroek, The South China Sea Dispute (Bangkok: Nititham Press, 2018), 16-19. [In Thai]
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