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Problems of Drug Law Development: Case Study of Cannabis Liberalization
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Abstract

This article aims to study the problems and obstacles of drug law development relating
to cannabis liberalization. This qualitative research also focuses on recommendations to solve

related issues.

Research results show that cannabis is classified as narcotics in Group 5 of Narcotics
Act B.E. 2522. But due to the current global trend of drug reform policy, cannabis liberalization
and permission for recreation are highly feasible. However, the main problems and obstacles
for developing cannabis liberalization in Thailand is the country’s status as a signatory to a
number of international agreement that barred Thailand from developing cannabis liberalization.
Another crucial obstacle is provisions of Narcotics Act (7" Edition) B.E. 2562. However, Thailand’s
policy on cannabis liberalization is still highly feasible if drug relating laws are reformed or
amended. It is also necessary to negotiate with the United Nations (UN). The reform, amendments
and successful negotiations will yield multiple benefits: 1) Reduction of budget burden and
caseload in criminal justice system as well as the number of drug-case inmates guilty of using
cannabis for non-medical purposes, 2) Improving the public access to genuine good-quality
cannabis under the government supervision, 3) Retrieving the cannabis control from criminal
organizations to the government, 4) Increasing national tax income from cannabis and 5) Barring
young people from access to cannabis in the same methods as alcohol and tobacco control.
In short, the change will be beneficial for cannabis liberalization and consequently for higher

efficiency in cannabis control in Thailand.
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' Uruguay Law No. 19 172, Chapter v. Violations and Penalties.

¥ Tanatthep Tianprasit, “Law Regarding Cannabis: The Overseas Experience,” Nitipat Nida Journal 8, no. 2 (July-
December 2019): 45-61. [In Thai]

? State of Colorado Marijuana Law, “Laws of Marijuana Use,” last modified June 16, 2019, accessed January 10,

2020, https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/marijuana/laws-about-marijuana-use/
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*! Rapeepong Suphanchaimat and Chosita Pavasuthipaisit, “Potential Benefits and Risks from Medicalization and
Legalization of Cannabis,” Journal of Health Systems Research 12, no. 1 (January-March 2018): 71-94. [In Thai]
* Chalermpol Jiatrakul, Cannabis Policy (Research Report), 4. [In Thai]
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