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Abstract

This article aims to study the problems of law relating to criminal justice on cross-border
forest protection in Thailand, Myanmar and Lao PDR: Recommendations and Solutions to ensure

cross-border forest protection in the three neighboring countries.

Results show that each country enjoys its’ own sovereignty governing its respective
territory. For example, deforestation in Thailand constitutes a criminal offence leading to
punishments in Thailand only. On the other hand, deforestation in Thailand does not constitute
a criminal offence in Myanmar and Lao jurisdictions. The problem is even worsened with the
fact that deforestation offenders can travel cross-border freely. To arrest a cross-border
deforestation offender is a very difficult task. The author recommends there should be
cooperation in criminal justice systems of the three neighboring countries. There should also
be appropriate legal measures to ensure maximum cross-border forest protection in Thailand,

Myanmar and Lao PDR.

Keywords: Criminal Justice System; Cross-Border Forest Protection; Thailand; Myanmar; Lao PDR
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