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Abstract

This article aims to study the correctional system in Thailand as well as to analyze its’
problems. The ultimate goal is to disseminate useful information to interested persons and to

promote public awareness on the correctional society in Thailand with good quality.

The study results show that the evolution of Thai correctional system is adhering to
political, social and economic contexts of respective periods. Nowadays, the Department of
Correction is transferred back to be attached with the Ministry of Justice. Some obvious problems
in the correctional system of Thailand are insufficient budget and money waste, substandard
mental health and public health systems, high rates of recidivism and tendency of escalating violent
crimes. Furthermore, Thai correctional system emphasizes the importance of punishments for
intimidation and hence avoidance of recidivism, rather than punishments for promoting legal
abidance among offenders. As a result, Thai correctional system is currently facing a crucial problem
of “Over caseload in courts and Inundate inmates in prisons”. Therefore, the rehabilitation system
of prisons proves a failure. The best evidence is the skyrocketing number of recidivism. To solve
these problems, informal justice system should be paid more attention while the rehabilitation
should be promoted more systematically. Offenders should be rehabilitated, as stated in the
Master Plan for National Justice Administration and Justice System Improvement. The ultimate goal
of the master plan is to reduce caseload in the court system. Alternative justice system or
Restorative Justice should be adopted. Moreover, communities should be encouraged to play an
active role in justice system. The rehabilitation system should be promoted. All of these elements

can lead to solution of the problem of “Over caseload in courts and Inundate inmates in prisons”.
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