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Abstract

This study, “Guidelines for Enhancing the Efficiency of Transnational Crime Prevention
and Suppression: A Case Study of Illegal Oil Trade in Thailand’s Territorial Waters” aims to
examine the problems and their causes, as well as the policies, laws, various measures, and
operational approaches implemented by Thailand in this regard. The objective is to develop
effective guidelines for preventing and suppressing transnational crime, specifically illegal oil
trade in Thailand’s territorial waters, which will ultimately contribute to the country’s stable,

prosperous, and sustainable development.



NIATIVING Az llReans unInendesvinauasiysnil (Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat Law Journal) nih 15

The research finds that illegal oil trading in Thailand’s territorial waters has persisted
over time. Such activity constitutes a fuel-related offense characterized by systematic tax
evasion, often facilitated and abetted by certain politicians and government officials. The main
incentives driving these crimes are high global oil prices, socio-economic pressures during
economic downturns, and the prospect of substantial illicit profits. Although multiple statutes
address oil smugsling, their overlapping jurisdictions have given rise to a proliferation of
enforcement agencies, each with narrowly defined mandates. In 2015, the establishment of
the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Center (Thai MECC) was intended to serve as a
central coordinating body among these agencies. Nevertheless, operational challenges and
inter-agency barriers persist, allowing illegal oil-trading networks to continue operating in Thai
territorial waters. The resulting impacts are far-reaching, affecting the national economy, social
security, public health, and environmental quality. Long-term success therefore depends on a
holistic, multi-stakeholder approach involving government agencies, private sector operators,

and civil society.

Keywords: Transnational Crime; Prevention and Suppression; Illegal Oil Trading; Territorial

Waters
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