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Laws Regarding Rights and Freedom of Monks and Novices’s Education
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study laws regarding education management
for monks and novices including the theory of evolution and education of monks and novices,
as well as analysis of problems in above law enforcement measures, and In order to know to
solve problems associated with education for monks and novices, and measures to implement
specific education laws for monks and novices which such data was expected to help make

things clear whether monks and novices had received education as specified by laws.

Results from the study showed that although a number of monks and novices were
able to obtain their education at some educational institutions, but there still were certain
laws that affected their rights and freedom and prevented them from getting education based
on their needs, interests, and ability. For example, the Sangha Supreme Council had issued
an order in 2538 stating that monks and novices were not to compete with layman or study
in vocational schools. Furthermore, the monks and novices were prevented from studying
with women especially in areas of typing, shorthand, accounting, radio and television repairs,
electronics, mechanics and other similar works. Monks and novices were not supposed to
compete for job positions in government or private sectors or seek scholarships to study abroad.
This particular order gave no reason for issuing such regulations. Only authority as cited in the
Clergy Act B.E. 2505, section 15 (3) given to the Sangha Supreme Council was stated in the order.
Such authority empowered the Sangha Supreme Council to issue rules, orders, regulations and
announcements that were not in conflict with other laws and disciplines. The implementation
of these laws and orders were to make it possible for appropriate administration of the clergy
at large and promotion of religious education. In essence, these laws and orders might not
contradict the disciplines but were seen as going against the Draft of the Kingdom of Thailand
Constitution (Referendum Issue) B.E. 2559.
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