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Moral Principle of Buddhism and Civil and Commercial Code:
Case Study of Section 150
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Abstract

This article is intended for educational purposes morals under the Buddhism Principles
and Morals subject of section 150 of the Civil and Commercial Code, in other words, the Good
Morals of the People, to know the consistency between the two principles and can be used

to diagnose in related cases.

The study found that Buddhism fundamental morals consisted of Five Precepts
(Benchasin) and Five Qualities (Benchadham) but the morals under Section 150 of the Civil and
Commercial Code had not been defined. Therefore, Supreme Court shall be responsible for
interpreting facts from particular incidents as norm to ensure suitability and fairness in society.
According to the study of Supreme Court’s judgment in determining whether the case of a
monk providing a loan with interest was a crime against public morals, the Supreme Court
ruled that there was no prohibition established by the law; a monk was a person and shall
have rights and duties subject to the law which was not against the public morals. On the other
hand, the Court of First Instance ruled that such action was not accord discipline (Dharma-

Vinaya) and public morals.

Hence, it found that the morals used by the court to judge based on its judicial
discretion to ensure that society had to consider whether this case was wrong and fair. However,
it was different from the Buddhism principles which defined the guilt concretely and clearly
accordingly the study on morals under the Buddhism principles offers advantage for supporting
the interpretation of the term “Morals” subject to the law for more correctness and clearness

in accordance with the logic leading to the society’s good understanding.
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